
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E R B J O H b
L F V I N G S T O N

E N T E R P R I S E
LIVINGSTON, MT 59047MON. - FRI., 3,334

SUPER10R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C E
GLENDI VE, MT 406-365-66 1 2Company cleans upasbestos site; f e d s wantb u i l d i n g s demoli shed

LJBBY (AP) — W.R. Grace and Co.spent about $2 million last year tbdecontaminate f iv e bu i ld ing s at af o r m e r vermiculi te e x p o r t p l a n tnear d o w n t o w n L i b b y of anyasbestos residue.N o w , the Environmental Protec-tion Agency wants the company todemol i sh the city-owned bu i ld ing s ,where asbestos contamination wasdiscovered early in 2000.Company o f f i c i a l s maintain thebuildings aren't a health risk."We know of no reason to tearthem down. We f e l t we succes s fullycleaned them," Grace spokesmanAlan Stringer said. "They can orderus to do it; that's their prerogative,and we'll have to comply."T h e E P A a p p r o v e d G r a c e ' scleanup plan last f a l l . However, overthe winter, asbestos f i b e r s contin-ued to f i l t e r ou t . o f cracks in thewood, EPA on-site coordinator PaulPeronafd said."TheyMidn't clean well," he said."Right now, we're trying to resolvea sa t i s fa c t ory restoration plan."S t r i n g e r a c k n o w l e d g e d tha ta sb e s t o s^ iber s were f o u n d t h i sspring around the foundations of thebuildings.Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s are work-ing with the city and former tenantsMel and J u d y Burnett to devise aplan for the property.

The Burnetts' retail lumber busi-ness and p laning mill was relocatedto U.S. 2 in Libby last summer, andi t ' s unknown ye t whether th e busi-ness will move back to its previouslocation once i t ' s deemed clean.V e r m i c u l i t e was proce s sed andbagged there for decades, causingasbestos contamination, particular-ly in the soil. Contaminated soil hasbeen hauled back to the vermi-culite mine near Libby.The EPA is coordinating te s t ingand cleanup at several Libby sitesthi s summer, i n c l u d i n g variousschools and faci l i t i e s .Peronard wants all the schoolt e s t i n g done and problems reme-died b e f o r e c las se s begin in thef a l l .M e a n w h i l e , t e s t i n g i n L i b b yhouses continues and data will becompi l ed by this f a l l .About 20,000 of the 80,000 cubicyards of toxic soil s t o ckp i l ed at theRaintr e e N u r s e r y s i te have beenhauled back to the mine.C l e a n u p crews las t year excavat-ed a massive amount of contami-nated soil at the nursery, the si tea long the K o o t e n a i River whereGrace screened and loaded vermi-c u l i t e ore. Dirt was kept at thenursery site until the EPA couldwork out a deal with Grace to dis-pose of it at the minte.


